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The topic of this booklet is very important worldwide and it 

is our duty to make students aware of the Earth Environmental 

issues by showing them relevant pictures and facts so that we 

could work out together to make our planet a better place.  

The idea of writing the booklet belongs to a few teachers 

from Middle School Nicolae Titulescu, Caracal, and it was put 

into practice with our partners' large contribution - Istituto 

Comprensivo Statale ”Falcone Borsellino”, Bardolino, Italy, 

45th Primary School of Patras, Greece, Osnovna šola Cvetka 

Golarja, Škofja Loka, Slovenia, Alibeykoy Ortaokulu, Eyup, 

Istanbul, Turkey. We thank them for their support and we hope 

this will be just the beginning of accomplishing the aims of this 

project. 

Cornelia Mariana Mușat 
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SLOVENIA 

Capercaillie is the largest member of the grouse family in 

Slovenia and in the world. In Slovenia it can be found in the 

coniferous and mixed forests. It is present in the Julian Alps, 

Kamnik-Savinja Alps and Karavanke. It can also be found around 

the Škofja Loka hills. The presence of the capercaillie is a sign of a 

healthy old forest ecosystem and a high biodiversity. 

There is a big difference between a male and a female 

capercaillie. A male capercaillie is different according to its 

weight, height and appearance. Male capercaillies are usually 

twice as heavy as female capercaillies and taller by a third. The 

colour of their feathers is dark brown or black. They have a white 

stain on their shoulders and above their eyes, they have a very 

strong red spot. 

Picture 1: a male capercaillie 
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A female capercaillie is orange brown with black stripes. It 

has a cryptic colouration, because its task is to lay eggs and to take 

care of the offspring. 

Picture 2: a female capercaillie, cryptic colouration 

Grown up animals are mostly herbivorous. They feed 

themselves with leaves, spruce needles, fruit (blueberries, 

cranberries, raspberries) and buds. The young feed themselves 

mostly with non-vertebrate: ants, butterfly larva, spiders and other 

insects. The main fruit for the young is blueberries. 

The big speciality of a capercaillie is its wedding dance and 

singing in the time of courting. In the time of courting, a 

capercaillie's auditory and visual perceptions are much lower, 

which used to be exploited by hunters. Therefore, they could get 

closer within the shooting distance. Capercaillies used to be a very 

big and a precious hunting trophy. Today, capercaillies in Slovenia 

are protected by the law and are not allowed to be shot anymore.  
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The courting place is called a site. It enables a cock’s sound 

to be heard all around. A cock chooses a tree with no leaves, so it 

can be heard and seen by a hen as much as possible.  

At the beginning of 1970s, the population of capercaillies 

decreased in Slovenia.  

 

The reasons are numerous: 

 the reduction of forests and the changing of their structure, 

 the intensity of forestry, 

 the construction of roads and ski slopes, 

 the seasoning and the dereliction of fir trees, 

 a high density of predators (martens, foxes, wild deer, 

badgers, wild boars…), 

 the noise due to the cutting and gathering of wood, 

 microclimate changes, 

 tourism and recreation (hiking, cycling, skiing…), 

 excessive picking of forest fruits (blueberries, cranberries, 

raspberries), 

 the driving of motorcycles in forests, 

 a big threat for the chicks and eggs are mostly wild boars,  

 climate changes and pollution cause the destruction of the 

old forest, which was the perfect habitat for the 

capercaillie. 
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Picture 3: the destruction of the natural habitat 

 

The protection of the capercaillie in Slovenia:  

 the preservation of large forest areas with a big amount of 

the old forest, 

 the prevention of noise due to tourism and recreation, 

especially during the winter time and in the time of mating, 

 the prohibition of motorcycles around forests,  

 the regulation of the number of predators by law, 

 the  prohibition of feeders for wild boars near the sites of 

capercaillies  
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Picture 4: prohibition signs for motorcycles in the forests 

 

In Slovenia it has been prohibited to hunt a capercaillie 

since 1984. In 1993, it was protected by the law and in 2002 it was 

put on the Red list of the highly endangered species. Unless the 

negatives factors decrease, the existence of capercaillies in 

Slovenia might be questionable in the future. 

 

Sources: 

-  Diplomska naloga dr. Danila Bevka  

-  Živalstvo Slovenije, TZS, 2003 

 

Material selected by Jerneja Bokal, Petra Kavcic and Gita Smid, 

teachers at Osnovna sola Cvetka Golarja, Skofja Loka, Slovenia. 
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GREECE 

 
In this chapter we will present the Greek National Parks 

and other protected areas which were established in order to 

preserve the wildlife, the species under the threat of extinction as 

well as other plants or animals protected by the Greek or 

international law and legislation. 

 

General geographic characteristics of Greece 

 

Geographically, Greece belongs to Southeastern Europe 

and to the Eastern Mediterranean region. It is the crossroad of 

three continents, namely, Europe, Asia, and Africa. 

The geomorphology is diverse. Greece is primarily a 

mountainous country, with seventy per cent of its territory covered 

by mountains. It has a very long coastline, with a plethora of 

peninsulas and islands. 

The climate is markedly influenced by the combination of 

geography and geomorphology. It is, broadly speaking, 

Mediterranean with rainy winters and dry summers. However, one 

encounters many specific climatic types ranging from the semi-

arid and desert-like type of Southeastern Crete to the cold wet 

continental type of the Rodopi mountain range in the north, on the 

Greek-Bulgarian border. 

The flora of Greece is composed of Mediterranean, Central 

European and Irano-caspian elements. Over 6,000 plant species 

have been recorded so far. There is a large number of endemic 

species relative to the size of Greece, due to the isolation of the 

numerous mountains and islands.  

The fauna consists of a rich mixture of European, Asian 

and African species, including a considerable number which are 

endemic.  

The herpetofauna is also one of the richest in Europe, with 

at least 18 species of amphibians and 59 species of reptiles, 
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approximately 60% of which inhabit the broader areas of the 

Greek wetlands.  

Greece is also important ornithologically. About 407 bird 

species have been recorded, of which 240 nest in Greece (59% of 

the total). Some species (e.g. Pelecanus crispus) nest only in 

Greece of all EU countries.  

A large variety of mammals live there (include 116 species, 

of which 57 belong to IUCN
*
 endangered species categories), 

such as the brown bear, the wolf, the jackal, the badger, the fox 

and the deer. Finally, the number of invertebrate species has been 

estimated at 25,000, a very large number when compared to the 

country's small size. 

Many of the Greek forests have been proclaimed as 

National Parks, because numerous kinds of birds, mammals, 

reptiles and insects have there their natural habitat. 

NATIONAL PARKS 

    
 

 

 

 

Map of the 

Greek 

National 

Parks 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
*
 International Union for the Conservation of Nature. 
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In particular, the most important National Parks in Greece 

are in Mount Olympus (13), Mount Parnassus (8) in central 

Greece, Mount Aenos (1) in Kefalonia, Vikos-Aoos (11) in Epirus, 

Cape Sounion (4) in Attica, the White Mountains in Crete (3), 

Mount Pindos in Epirus (10), Mount Parnitha (6)in Attica, Prespes 

(12) in western Macedonia and Mount Iti (9) in central Greece. 

These parks are protected by the Greek law.  

 

Aesthetic Forests 

 

Apart from the normal forests in Greece, there are also 

aesthetic forests, which mean forests with special natural beauty. 

Such is the Vai Palm Forest in eastern Crete island, the Oak Forest 

in Foloi Peloponnese, the Aesthetic Forest in Rodopi Mountains in 

Thrace, the Lemon Forest in Poros Island and the Kesariani Forest 

in Athens. Hiking in these forests is a special experience.  

 

Natural areas by legislation 

 

Since 1937, Greece has started to identify natural areas of 

specific ecological importance (forests, wetlands etc.) and place 

them under special protection. In the early stages of this special 

protection, all human activities were prohibited. Later on, this 

concept was abandoned and a new approach is followed, that of 

associating its protection with the sustainable use of natural 

resources. 

In Greece natural areas are identified as protected areas 

either according to existing national legislation, or through 

international conventions and international or European initiatives. 

Furthermore the sites of the Natura 2000 network are areas of 

conservation of natural habitats and species of wild fauna and flora 

of Community interest. In many cases the same area is listed both 

in national, European and International level. 
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Forest fires 

 

Unfortunately, over the last decades, the forests in Greece 

have suffered from many fires and violations. The largest and most 

shocking forest fires in Greece broke out in August 2007. These 

fires started for 5 days and severely affected the western part of 

Peloponnese, southern Evia and Mounts Parnitha and Hymettus in 

Attica. This was the worst summer for forest fires in the modern 

Greek history as the fires burnt down villages, buildings, olive 

groves, farmlands, sheep folds in the mountains and caused the 

death of 87 people, both villagers and fire fighters.  

 

In the following, we display some of the endangered 

species (mammals, birds, plants) in Greece. 

 

Ursus Arctos 
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Cervus elaphus 

 

Aegypius monachus 
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Pelecanus crispus 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Canis aureus 
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Canis lupus 

Lilium chalcedonicum 
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Ebenus sibthorpii 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Achillea barbeyana 
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Centaurea aetolica 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Sources: 
- http://www.ekby.gr/ekby/en/Natural_Environment_main_en.html 
- https://www.greeka.com/greece-holiday/nature/forests/ 

 

 

 

Material selected by Ioanna Theodoropoulou and Ermioni 

Tsiligirian, teachers at 45th Primary School of Patras, Greece. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.ekby.gr/ekby/en/Natural_Environment_main_en.html
https://www.greeka.com/greece-holiday/nature/forests/
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ITALY 

 

1. The state of health of the Italian environment 

 

The National Institute for Environmental Protection and 

Research (Ispra) and the National System for Environmental 

Protection (SNPA) annually detect data concerning air, water, 

waste, soil consumption, biodiversity and chemical agents and 

produce a report on the state of health of the environment in Italy. 

The results for 2018 show that there are positive elements, 

such as the reduction of greenhouse gas emissions, while waste, 

soil and smog are still a problem. 

The soil loss is 3 meters per second and the territory lost 

irreversibly is about 23.000 km
2
. 

The main causes of loss and pollution of the soil are: 

deforestation, overbuilding, the use of pesticides in agriculture, 

illegal dumping and, finally, abandoned mining sites. The largest 

land consumption is recorded in northern Italy, where are 

concentrated most of industries. 

To protect the soil the Parliament is discussing a law that 

recognizes the importance of soil as a common good and a non-

renewable resource. 

  

2. The protection of nature 

 

In Italy more than 10% of the national territory is protected 

by specific laws that have led to the creation of natural parks, 

reserves and sites of national (SIN) or community (SIC) interest in 

order to protect biodiversity. 

Italy is the European country with the greatest variety of 

living species. It hosts 7.636 plant species (50% of European 

species) and 55.600 animal species (30% of European species), 

98% of whom are insects and other invertebrates. Among the 

plants, the most significant forests of the national parks are beech 
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and oak, which make a valuable contribution to the fight against 

the greenhouse effect. National parks, besides, hold back soil 

consumption. In all, in Italy there are 871 protected natural areas 

for a total of over 3.163.000 hectares of land protected area and 

over 2.800.000 hectares of protected sea area. Italy has certainly 

won the quantitative challenge of parks and reserves. 

Nevertheless, WWF points out that at least five animal species are 

likely to disappear permanently due to threats such as poaching or 

changing temperatures due to global warming: the Marsican bear, 

the Bonelli's eagle, the bearded vulture, the Aeolian lizard and the 

Egyptian vulture. 

 

3. A site of community interest (SIC) 

 

“Val dei Mulini” is part of the SITO Natura 2000 called 

Monte Baldo (Province of Verona). The valley covers an area of 

676 km
2
 and is within the Municipalities of Garda, Costermano, 

Torri del Benaco and Bardolino. Tesina, a small stream, flows 

from the slopes of Monte Baldo into Lake Garda. The rocks that 

form the territory testify its origin:  we find the most ancient rocks 

(Ammonite Red), a whitish calcareous rock (Biancone) and 

deposits of glacial origin that form the Garda morainic hills. This 

environment is the natural habitat for some plants, like the 

Himatoglossum adriaticum, a rare orchid and, in particular, the 

Gypsophila papillosa, also called "bridal veil of Garda". It is a 

perennial herbaceous plant with a very limited and rather 

fragmented distribution area, extended just 2.5 km
2
 within the 

municipalities of Garda, Costermano and Torri del Benaco Only 

around 3000 plants are known. The plant is 30 - 95 cm tall, woody 

at the base, with erect stems both sterile and floriferous with a 

papillose upper part.  

The territory is very vulnerable. The biggest problem is 

related to the loss of habitat due to the wild building development 

since the 1950s and mass tourism provoking a rapid and 
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uncontrolled human settlement that has damaged an area of rare 

beauty. Another factor that affects biodiversity is the introduction 

of alien species, such as the killer shrimp, which attacks and kills 

the crayfish.  

Another example was the discovery on the shores of Lake 

Garda of an ”alien” turtle. The species native to China, Vietnam, 

Taiwan and Japan, lives in shallow waters with a sandy bottom, in 

which it hides keeping out only the small proboscis and from 

which it emerges to hunt. That turtle ended up in Lake Garda 

because someone bought it and then abandoned it illegally without 

caring that inserting a foreign species into our ecosystem means 

altering it with very dangerous consequences. A double damage to 

biodiversity, once again caused by man: the turtle, included in the 

IUCN Red List as "vulnerable" to extinction was removed from its 

habitat, reducing the possibility of increasing the vitality of its 

species in its natural environment and abandoned with the only 

result of destroying another ecosystem.  

 

4. Protected species 

 

Marsican brown bear (Ursus arctos marsicanus)  

The reduced size of the Italian populations (8-10 

individuals in Trentino, 50-100 individuals in the central 

Apennines) makes the species at risk of extinction; the species is 

threatened by habitat transformation, human disturbance and 

poaching. In the mountains of the Adamello Brenta Group, today 

we have reached a community of about 40-50 individuals, also due 

to the phenomenon of spontaneous recolonization by specimens 

that, from the nearby Slovene, move to Friuli Venezia Giulia and 

Carinthia (Austria). 

 

Griffin (Gyps fulvus) 

Extinct almost everywhere in Italy, the species was 

reintroduced in Friuli-Venezia Giulia, in the Central Apennines 
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and in Sicily, where, having disappeared in the sixties due to the 

use of poisoned bites destined for foxes, it can be observed flying 

over the Nebrodis, the largest protected area in Sicily. There are 

now over 100 specimens in the Nebrodi Park, descendants of some 

individuals reintroduced from Spain. The project of reintroduction 

of the griffin has created a colony of about 100 units, which has 

settled permanently in the Rocche del Crasto area.  

 

Beech tree (Fagus) 

 

The oldest beech forest in Europe survives in Val Cervara 

in the territory of the National Park of Abruzzo, Lazio, Molise. At 

the beginning of the century a team of scholars succeeded in 

proving the existence of centuries-old beech trees, that even 

exceeds 480 years of age. The regime of integral protection of the 

old beech-woods, which prohibits the tampering and the cutting of 

the trees, allows the plants to complete all the phases of their life 

cycle, reaching natural death and complete decomposition once 

they have fallen to land. This structural variety and the presence of 

dead wood, in turn, favor the life of a great diversity of species. 

And it is precisely the dead wood that represents the chosen habitat 

of many organisms and, in particular, of some invertebrates that 

feed on them. 

 

5. Solutions 

 

 For the protection of biodiversity: 

 Ban on hunting and stricter measures for offenders 

 Respect for nature (do not collect plants or flowers when 

hiking in the mountains) 

 Do not release alien species in habitats other than their 

own 

 Don't leave litter in the woods because they would attract 

wild animals that could be killed 
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 Avoid the construction of houses near areas of 

environmental interest 

 For soil protection: 

 Have more environmentally friendly building plans 

 Avoid the use of pesticides and encourage organic 

farming 

 

Italy: Pictures of animals and plants 

 

1. Marsican brown bear (Ursus arctos marsicanus) 

 

 

Distribution  
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2. Griffin (Gyps fulvus) 

 

 

 

Distribution and reintroduction (*) 
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3. Chinese softshell turtle (Pelodiscus sinensis) abandoned in 

Garda lake on 14/07/2018 

 
4. The oldest European Beech tree forest (Fagus) 
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Distribution: Central Italy 

 

5. Gypsophila papillosa 

 
 
 
 

Distribution: Garda, Costermano, Torri del Benaco 

Material selected by Elena Maccari and Alessandra Priola, 

teachers at Istituto Comprensivo Statale ”Falcone Borsellino”, 

Bardolino, Italy. 
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TURKEY 

 

  Land pollution is the deterioration (destruction) of the 

earth’s land surfaces, often directly or indirectly as a result of 

man’s activities and their misuse of land resources. 

It occurs when waste is not disposed of properly, or can 

occur when humans throw chemicals onto the soil in the form of 

pesticides, insecticides and fertilizers during agricultural practices. 

Exploitation of minerals (mining activities) has also contributed to 

the destruction of the earth’s surface. It is important to understand 

that land pollution is not just littering, although it is a part of the 

issue. It is more of an industrial issue, involving big oil refineries, 

industries that manufacture chemicals, herbicides, pesticides and 

fertilizers used in farming. It also involves illegal dumping of 

waste in landfills and so on. 

Human actions have also caused many large areas of land 

to lose or reduce their capacity to support life forms and 

ecosystems. This is known as land degradation. 

There are different types of land pollution. Many 

publications group them differently. 

 

Solid Waste 

 

These include all the various kinds of rubbish we make at 

home, school, hospitals, market and workplaces. Things like paper, 

plastic containers, bottles, cans, food and even used cars and 

broken electronic goods, broken furniture and hospital waste are 

all examples of solid waste. Some of these are biodegradable 

(meaning they easily rot or decay into organic matter). Examples 

include food droppings, paper products as well as vegetation (like 

grass and twigs). Others are not biodegradable, and they include 

plastics, metals and aluminium cans, broken computer and car 

parts. 



EARTH ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES 

 

 

26 

 

Because these do not easily decay, they pile up in landfills 

(a place where the entire city’s rubbish are sent), where they stay 

for thousands of years. These bring great harm to the land and 

people around it. 

 

Pesticides and Fertilizers 

 

Many farming activities engage in the application of 

fertilizers, pesticides and insecticides for higher crop yield. This is 

good because we get more food, but can you think of what 

happens to the chemicals that end up on the crops and soils? 

Sometimes, insects and small animals are killed and bigger 

animals that eat tiny animals (as in food chains) are also harmed. 

Finally, the chemicals may be washed down as it rains and over 

time. 

 

Chemicals 

 

Chemical and nuclear power plants produce waste 

materials that have to be stored somewhere. Fertilizer, insecticides, 

pesticides, pharmaceuticals manufacturers also produce lots of 

solid and liquid waste. In many cases, they are stored in an 

environmentally safe way, but there are some that find their way 

into landfills and other less safe storage facilities. Sometimes they 

also find their way into leaking pipes and gutters. They end up 

polluting soils and making crops harmful to our health. 

 

Deforestation 

 

Humans depend on trees for many things including life. 

Trees absorb carbon dioxide (a greenhouse gas) from the air and 

enrich the air with Oxygen, which is needed for life. Trees provide 

wood for humans and a habitat to many land animals, insects and 

birds. Trees also, help replenish soils and help retain nutrients 

http://www.eschooltoday.com/climate-change/climate-change-terminology.html
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being washed away. Unfortunately, we have cut down millions of 

acres of trees for wood, construction, farming and mining 

purposes, and never planted new trees back. This is a type of land 

pollution. 

 

Erosion 

 

Erosion is the wearing away of the land by forces such as 

water, wind, and ice. Erosion has helped to form many interesting 

features of the Earth's surface including mountain peaks, valleys, 

and coastlines. There are many different forces in nature that cause 

erosion. Depending on the type of force, erosion can happen 

quickly or take thousands of years. The three main forces that 

cause erosion are water, wind, and ice.  

In Turkey, the main soil pollution is erosion. Turkey is very 

sensitive to erosion because of its geographical location, 

topography, geological structure, climatic and soil conditions. 

 Erosion increases with the improper or excessive use of nature. 

And consequently, the organic matter is being removed with the 

soil transported with erosion, the soil productivity decreases, the 

economic life of dams are being full earlier than expected with 

sediments, the floods occurring cause life and property losses. 

Geographical position of Turkey, climate, topography and soil 

conditions increase Turkey’s sensitiveness against land/soil 

degradation and drought. When we examine the causes of erosion, 

human factor becomes prominent. Geographical position of 

Turkey, topography, climate conditions have adjuvant effect on 

erosion and they make difficult combating with erosion. There is 

active erosion in %59 of rangelands, %54 of forest lands and %64 

of rangeland of Turkey. Every year in Turkey 182 million tons of 

productive topsoil is being moved as sediment by rivers. 

 

 

 

https://www.ducksters.com/science/earth_science/wind.php
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SOLUTIONS: 

 

 People should be educated and made aware of the harmful 

effects of littering. Discuss with friends and family and talk 

about it. 

 Reuse any items that you can. Items like clothing, bottles, 

wrapping paper and shopping bags can be used over and over 

again, rather than buying new things. 

 

The greatest 

prevention to land pollution 

is in the three ”R’s”: Reduce 

Waste, Reuse things and 

Recycle things. 

This is true even for 

governments. They can also 

use the three ‘R’ rule to 

minimize the amount of 

waste that ends up in 

landfills. After the three 'R's, 

remember to turn the rest of 

the garbage into compost. 

 Personal litter should 

be disposed properly. We can separate household waste at home 

for recycling. More than half of our household waste could be 

recycled or re-used but once it is mixed up, it becomes more 

difficult to separate different components for recycling. This is 

also true for the waste we make at school or hospitals. 

 Buy biodegradable products. 

 Store all liquid chemicals and waste in spill-proof 

containers. 

 Eat organic foods that are grown without pesticides. Look 

out for fertilizer or pesticide free products when you go to the 

market. 
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 Don’t use pesticides if you can. 

 Use a drip tray to collect engine oil. 

 Buy products that have little packaging. 

 Don’t dump motor oil on the ground. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



EARTH ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES 

 

 

30 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Source: 
- http://eschooltoday.com/pollution/land-pollution/what-is-land-

pollution.html 

 

Material selected by Özge Bicici Doǧan, teacher at Alibeykoy 

Ortaokulu, Eyup, Istanbul, Turkey. 

 

http://eschooltoday.com/pollution/land-pollution/what-is-land-pollution.html
http://eschooltoday.com/pollution/land-pollution/what-is-land-pollution.html


EARTH ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES 

 

 

31 

 

ROMANIA 
 

 During the last decades, wildlife has continuously been 

affected by multiple causes.  

 The habitat of wild animals is being destroyed by 

humans. Lots of animals die every year because man has polluted 

their natural home.  

 Hunting is another reason of wild animals extinction. 

Nowadays, animals have little space to live in. Every year, people 

cut down trees in order to build roads and highways.  

 

Pollution 

 Acid rain is a serious problem which affects vegetation, 

trees, water creatures and air. Gases and chemicals mix with water 

in the air and the mixture falls back on the ground. Since acid rain 

contains lots of chemicals, it destroys the trees, cereals, vegetables 

or fruits. This happened few years ago, when acid rain fell on the 

crop, and destroyed part of it, and also last year, when acid rain 

burnt the vine and some trees in the south of the country, at the 

border between Romania and Bulgaria.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Polluted city 
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The greenhouse effect 

Global warming affects our planet daily. Some gases and 

chemicals stay in the air like a blanket around the world. Because 

of this blanket, the Earth’s climate is getting hotter. During the 

summer, the air becomes difficult to breathe in most of the big 

cities in Romania, especially in the field areas.  

 

Deforestations 

The deforestation is one of the main causes of the climate 

change.  

In Romania, the forests cover about 29% of the country surface. 

Half of the forest areas can be found in the mountains, the rest 

being at the hill and plain areas.  The illegal cut of trees is widely 

spread in Romania, lots of mountain areas being seriously affected 

by illegal cut of trees. 

 

Images with illegal deforestation in Romania 
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Species of extinct plants and animals in Romania 

 

 In Romania, some species of plants and animals are in 

danger of extinction because of the climate and environment 

changes caused by people. The extinction takes place when all the 

members of a species disappear. It is a natural process which 

happened along the centuries of life on Earth, but now many 

species disappear because of people.  

 

Plants and animals protected by law in Romania 

   

Extinct animals 

 

1. The mountain rooster has become extinct because of the loss 

of food sources, over-grazing and poaching. 

2. The lynx is in danger of extinction because of its hunting. 

Nowadays, there are about 1,300 left in Romania. 

3. The black goat lives in the mountains, being declared a 

monument of nature. 
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4. The wolf can be found in the mountain woods. The number of 

wolves has decreased during the last years.  

5. The musk ox.  Probably the best known extinct species from 

Romania, the musk ox is a kind of buffalo, being the biggest 

herbivore animal which lives in Europe. In 1958, two musk 

oxen were brought to Romania from Poland. Most of them live 

in the Nature Preserve from Hațeg.  

In order to accomplish the programmes of perpetuance of 

animals in captivity, the specialists first find out the situation of 

the extinct species, so that they can offer suitable conditions. Then, 

the Zoos monitor the animals mating. If the programme succeeds, 

several descendants may be taken back to wildlife.  

 

Extinct plants 

 

1 The speckled tulip is a rare plant, which can be found in the 

forest area.  

2 The Queen‘s Flower or Little star grows in the Carpathians, 

being declared a monument of nature and protected by law. 

3 The forest lily is met in the forests, having different colours 

(pink, red, violet). 

  

Here are some solutions to protect the environment: 

 Use natural energy 

 Don’t  throw litter in the street, green spaces, mountains, 

forests or on the beach 

 Protect the ozone layer 

 Recycle plastic, metal, paper 

 Stop smoking 

 Use  bicycles instead of cars 

 Stop hunting animals 

 Don’t  cut down trees and plant new ones, where necessary 

 Don’t harm natural environment. 
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On March 27, 2019, a group of students of Middle School 

”Nicolae Titulescu” took part in a grayish oak planting Activity,  

in the national campaign The month of tree planting, organized by 

the Olt Forestry Department. 
 

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



EARTH ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES 

 

 

36 

 

 

 

 

 

The mountain rooster

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The lynx 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

The black goat
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The musk ox 

         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Queen’s Flower 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The forest lily 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Material selected by Claudia Gabriela Gherasim and Diana Laura 

Gheorghiu, teachers at Middle School Nicolae Titulescu, Caracal, 

Romania. 
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 ”Let us be good stewards of the Earth we 

inherited. All of us have to share the Earth’s fragile 

ecosystems and precious resources, and each of us has a 

role to play in preserving them. 

 If we are to go on living together on this earth, we 

must all be responsible for it.” 

 

Kofi Annan 
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